The lesions in idiopathic steatorrhcea appear to favour the covered parts; they are pruriginous, and look and behave like a nondescript chronic eczema with lichenification. Excessive pigmentation is a striking feature, particularly the tendency to form a sharp ring of pigmentation round the periphery of the patch of dermatitis.
In this particular case, the rapidity with which pigment has been deposited in an operation scar suggests that trauma is the immediate cause of the pigmentsurgical trauma in the case of the scar, and prolonged scratching in the case of the patches of dermatitis.
As suggested by Bennet, Hunter, and Vaughan [1] , it seems probable that the skiin condition is caused by the faulty intestinal absorption, resulting in a condition of avitaminosis. The skin lesions in their case, which closely resembles this one, cleared up rapidly with large doses of marmite.
In this patient improvement has been slower, but the decrease in pigmentation has been striking.
The absence of history of alimentary trouble in childhood suggests that the steatorrhcea has been acquired in adult life.
Dr. PARKES WEBER said he thought that the skin lesions in this case could be classified as a kind of pruriginous dermatitis which was not specific for idiopathic steatorrhcea, but might occur in association with various nutritional disorders in adults. The pruritus was an essential feature and led to frequent rubbing and lichenification, for instance, on the forearms. Between the buttocks it might give rise to an intertrigo-like lesion.
Idiopathic Steatorrhcea with Osteoporosis, Tetany and Megalocytic Anaemia.-GEOFFREY KONSTAM, M.D.
Emily M., aged 55. Pot-belly was first noticed at the age of 10 and since then she has been in and out of various hospitals with attacks of vomiting and ill-defined abdominal pain. Constipation has been the rule and only rarely have there been diarrhceic periods. From the age of 25 to that of 44 she suffered from " fainting attacks" and for the last ten years she has become increasingly deaf.
One year before coming under observation (13.11.34) she had complained of painful spasms of the hands, pains in the legs and loss of 1i stones in weight. Diarrhoea had been present for two months. showing fixed right eye.
